
Sports
Page 2

Volume/Edition 7
7878 Shark Way, Naples, FL 34119

Shark Bites
World News

Pages 3-4
Holiday
Pages 5

By: Brianna Antle
By: Claudia Kahl

When a 
once in a life-
time chance 
presents itself, 
an almost auto-
matic response 
is to take it. This 
is a thought that 
had occurred 
to many of Mr. 
Papanikolaou’s 
AP Art students 
when he asked 
them if they 
would be inter-
ested in going 
to Art Basel in 
Miami Beach. 

“I was so 
excited and 
thought about 
the endless op-
portunities for 
inspiration,” Ka-
rina Papaniko-
laou, freshman, 
stated. 

Along with his 
AP Art students, 
Mr. Papaniko-
laou hosted a 
competition in 
his National Art 
Honors Society 
club to pick six 
non-AP students 
to join his trip 
to Art Basel in 
Miami Beach. 
These six stu-

dents were soph-
omores Abbey 
Hart, Andrea 
Nieves, Claudia 
Kahl, Karina 
Papanikolaou, 
Laura Alberto-
rio, and Sophie 
Leah.  

On Friday, 
December 8th, 
the students had 
a jam-packed 
itinerary, begin-
ning at 4:30 am. 
Students were to 
meet inside the 
art room, where 
a t t e n d a n c e 
would then be 
taken. After at-
tendance, stu-
dents boarded a 
bus and headed 
to their first 
stop: the Wyn-
wood art district. 

They arrived 
in Wynwood 
around 8:30 
am, and the fun 
began. Split into 
groups, the stu-
dents explored 
Wynwood and 
were expected 
to meet at the 
entrance to 
the Wynwood 
Walls at 10:00 
am. The Walls 

are adequately 
designed and 
painted by art-
ists. Not only are 
the Wynwood 
Walls painted, 
but so are almost 
all of the walls 
throughout the 
town. Walls are 
covered in graf-
fiti and show-
case true, and 
outs tandingly 
talented artists. 
One wall had 
an homage of 
one of Hoku-
sai’s piece, The 
Great Wave off 
Kanagawa.  

The Miami 
C o n v e n t i o n 
Center  was 
packed with art-
ists, admirers of 
art, and tourists 
from all over. 
The one thing 
that they all had 
in common was 
that they were 
all there to expe-
rience this once 
in a lifetime ex-
hibit.  

Inside the Con-
vention Center, 
attendees could 
find many dif-
ferent works 

of art, ranging 
from neon light 
signs to gigantic 
paintings. Pieces 
came from all 
over the world 
and were pro-
duced by a va-
riety of different 
artists, such as 
Pablo Picasso 
and Keith Har-
ing.  

“Art Basel was 
such an amazing 
experience and I 
am so glad I got 
to go and enjoy it 
with some of my 
closest friends,” 
Andrea Nieves 
stated. “It was 
definitely some-
thing I would do 
again.” 

At the end of 
the day, the trip 
to Art Basel in 
Miami Beach 
was a success-
ful, inspiration 
filled trip that 
the students will 
never forget. 

Navigating Into The Future: Naviance

When applying for colleges many 
high schoolers go crazy and stress out over 
the different elements needed and the things 
they have to dig up from all their documents, 
but what if there was one place where those 
things could already be stored in? Well, 
there is! Gulf Coast High School has added 
a new program that allows you to store im-
portant documents, dates, and information. 
Naviance has helped high schoolers and 
middle schoolers all across the country and 
now, we are excited to have it here!

 Now what exactly does Naviance 
do? A lot actually! One of the main things 
it helps students do is build up a resume in 
just a few clicks. Every time you receive a 
new accomplishment whether its academic 

or athletic you enter it and it organizes the 
information to a resume that will be amaz-
ing to use after high school in getting a job 
or applying for colleges. Naviance takes the 
little things and the big, so even if it is an 
award that may not seem important, it is 
very possible that it will help out later on.

 Another thing Naviance does is it 
helps students look into different colleges. 
Interested in a college or university? Just 
look it up on Naviance and it will show what 
is needed to get in like GPA, and SAT and 
ACT scores. It lists financial information 
and gives the acceptance rates along with 
the graduation rates. Naviance provides all 
deadlines for a specific college. Overall it 
offers a college overview, studies, costs, stu-
dent life, and admissions. If you aren’t sure 

what college to attend it provides a Super 
Match college search where it takes all your 
achievements and finds colleges that you 
would probably be interested in based off 
yourself.

 Along with this, Naviance pro-
vides another useful tool.You can take dif-
ferent personality test and interest test and 
Naviance takes your answers and builds 
up some jobs that you may be interested 
in based on all of the answers provided. It 
gives the job name and description which 
includes many things like the range of the 
salary, other jobs that are alike to it, and a 
full description of some of the duties and re-
quirements for the certain career. It then al-
lows you to add it on to a job wish list which 
keeps it stored so just in case you need to 

decide on what career path you want to take, 
you can look at the list and maybe take a few 
ideas from there.

 Altogether, Naviance is a great tool 
that should be used in all school for all stu-
dents. It prepares students and helps them 
store information all in one place so it’s 
simple and organized when applying for col-
leges. It helps students that are still deciding 
what career path they want to take, and it al-
lows students to look into colleges that they 
never knew existed. So, get on Naviance and 
organize yourself so you’re not ripping your 
hair out in your senior year!

Art Basel Adventure in 
Miami Beach 

Success is all in the eyes 
of the beholder, but for many 
high school students, college 
is a future goal. Many people 
will do what it takes to accom-
plish their life goals, and the 
first struggle that comes along 
with wanting to attend college 
is paying for it. For college, 
according to the United States 
College Board, “the average 
cost of tuition and fees for the 
2016–2017 school year was 
$33,480 at private col-
leges, $9,650 for state 
residents at public col-
leges, and $24,930 for 
out-of-state residents 
attending public univer-
sities”. Many families 
cannot afford this, and 
it often discourages in-
telligent people who 
want to attend college 
from pursuing a degree. 
However, since 1643, a 
gateway for students to 
make better lives for them-
selves has opened thanks to 
the first all-female college in 
the United States (Radcliffe 
College) for anyone willing to 
work for it. 

 Scholarships, both 
those for academics and ath-
letics have been essential to 
many people in affording their 
college tuition. However, aca-
demic or athletic talent alone 
are often not enough to secure 
someone a scholarship. Many 
scholarships require applicants 
to obtain community service 
hours. Some of these scholar-
ships include Bright Futures 
(requires 75 to 100 service 
hours) and JROTC-related 
scholarships. For many peo-
ple, obtaining these numerous 

hours is easier said than done, 
but it does not have to continue 
to be. 

 According to the 
Florida Key Club website, 
“Key Club is an international 
student-led organization which 
provides its members with op-
portunities to provide service, 
build character and develop 
leadership”. Key Club ful-
fills its mission statement by 
providing various community 
service events throughout the 

school year. These include 
beach cleanups, fundraisers 
and several events in coali-
tion with other organizations. 
For example, just this year, 
the Key Club at Gulf Coast 
teamed up with Gulf Coast’s 
JROTC Program to package 
meals for the less fortunate at 
the school’s Meals of Hope 
event, giving participants four 
to five community service 
hours. 

 Even if a person is 
not looking for a scholarship, 
community service hours defi-
nitely look good on a college 
application. According to 
prepscholar.com, “Two-thirds 
of college admission officers 
say that it’s not possible to 

have too many community ser-
vice hours”. However, under 
no circumstances should any-
one ever put academics behind 
to focus on obtaining com-
munity service hours as many 
scholarships require a min-
imum ACT score of 29. Test 
scores are always what col-
leges look at first when admit-
ting people. This is why it is 
a positive thing that Key Club 
gives its members the oppor-
tunity to spread their service 

hours out, so its mem-
bers very rarely feel 
overwhelmed. Also, 
colleges look more 
favorably upon com-
munity hours that are 
spread out as it shows 
that applicants have 
taken their time and 
most likely gained 
something from their 
experiences. 

 For any 
student interested in 
joining Gulf Coast’s 

Key Club, the congregation 
meets every Wednesday at 
lunchtime in the gymnasium. 
Key Club, like all clubs at 
Gulf Coast, is not only to bet-
ter yourself but help others 
better themselves. While help-
ing others better themselves, it 
is nearly guaranteed to make 
a few friends along the way. 
Possibly, one could also invite 
his or her current friends along 
to join the wholesome fun. 
Key Club is always accepting 
new members, so feel free to 
join as soon as possible.

By: Alejandra Sanchez

The Key To Your Success

“Key Club is an interna-
tional student-led organi-
zation which provides its 
members with opportu-
nities to provide service, 
build character and de-
velop leadership”



 Through the ages people from 
every culture have looked for new ways 
of entertainment from throwing sticks 
to kicking rocks, people have cultivated 
some of today’s modern sports.  More 
than 240 million people around the 
world play soccer regularly according to 
the Federation International de Football 
Association or FIFA. The game has 
evolved from the sport with no rules to 
the extravagant game play it is today.

            Records trace the history of 
soccer back more than 2,000 years ago 
to ancient China, Greece, Rome, yet 
parts of Central America also claim to 
have started the sport. It was England 
that gave the world modern soccer, or 
what the British and many other people 
around the world call “football.” The 
English are credited with creating 
uniforms for set teams and also are 
given credit for the earliest stages 
of the strict rules in place today. As 
the sport developed, more rules were 
implemented and history was made. 
The penalty kick was introduced in 
1891 and Yellow and Red cards were 
introduced during the 1970s.  One of 
the more recent changes to the rules 
of soccer was implemented in 1992 
stating that goalies could no longer pick 
up back passes and tackles from behind 
became red-card penalties in 1998.

Some of the top players throughout 
history include Pele from Brazil, who 
scored six goals in the 1958 World 
Cup and helped Brazil claim its first 
title. Lev Yoshin from Russia, who 
claimed to have saved more than 
150 penalty shots during his career. 
Although there are many questions as 
to who should be considered the number 
one soccer player, but athletes like 
Zine dine Zidane, Lionel Messi, and 
Roberto Baggio make almost every list 
according to “The Big League” a sports 
magazine in England.

Another very important development 
throughout the history of soccer has 
been the

stadiums that the teams are playing 
on. Some of the top stadiums in the 
history of soccer include Nou Camp 
in Barcelona, Spain, which remains 
the biggest soccer stadium in Europe; 
The elegant of Louis II in Monte Carlo, 
Monaco, which is known as one of 
the crowd pleasing stadiums in the 
world; and the International Stadium 
Yokohama in Yokohama, Japan, 
which is considered the most high-tech 
venue because of its movable roof, and 
hundreds of lights.

For over a century, England has been 
credited as cultivating modern soccer. A 
claim which seemed to be true until as 
recently as 2011, when historians traced 

soccer’s roots to a different place. An 
uncovered book, titled Vocabula gives 
support to Italy’s claims. It described a 
game in which two teams played with 
a ball on a field roughly the size of the 
present regulation pitches. Not only 
that, but terms such as keeper, kick off, 
and switch halves were also mentioned. 
This book was written in the fourteenth 
century, 400 years before the English 
federation of soccer was formed.

         Although we can never know 
for sure where soccer began, we do 
know that the sport has become one of 
the greatest sources of entertainment 
for people in almost every country. 
In modern culture people from every 
corner of the world gather together to 
watch the world cup, fans and athletes 
prepare months in advance for the 
ever growing competition. It is clear 
to see we have come a long way from 
throwing sticks and kicking rocks, 
and even though we can’t agree on the 
origin of this classic sport I think it is 
safe to say it has left a lasting impact 
on the world.

Sports
A Timeless Game

By: Meghan Hawkesworth

GC Takes On DC
In December, the Gulf Coast High School girls 

basketball team played in the national tournament 
She Got Game Classic. This tournament is an 
invite only tournament and it’s a big honor that 
our Sharks got invited to it. The She Got Game 
tournament was started in 2009 by the WNBA’s 
first ever draft pick, Tina Thompson, Ready to 
Ball and Shot Doc. This tournament is made up 
of teams that have made 
appearances in their own 
state championship most 
recent years. Coming off 
from an amazing season 
last year, the girls made 
it to the Class 8A State 
Final Four tournament 
but fell short in the 
semifinals. The team 
has become stronger and 
more determined than 
ever to come back, not 
fall short and win it all.

 “We scheduled Fort 
Myers last week, back-
to-back defending state 
champion (they lost 
74-60), and then this weekend, the teams we’re 
playing in D.C. are state championship-level 
teams,” Woodruff said. “By the time we come 
back Monday, we should have a really solid idea of 
where we are, what we need to do better, and what 
we need to fine-tune to not only be competitive but 
to win games in the final four this year.”

On Friday, the team played against Wise with a 
win of 43-34 which was Wise’s first game of the 
official season. Wise is a High School in Upper 
Marlboro, Maryland. Last season, Wise went 
15-8 and reached the Maryland Public Secondary 
Schools state tournament but lost in the regional 
semifinals. The girls got a great start to the 
tournament with a well fought win.  

“We’re playing state champions from other states 
and we’re going to get the quality competition 
that’s really hard to find down here in our area,” 

Woodruff said. “We’ll be tested, we’ll different 
brands of basketball, a little bit more athletic brand 
of basketball and it’s all a part of the ultimate goal 
of getting back to the final four and winning it this 
year.”

To the girls’ surprise, they woke up to just 
the start of the first snowstorm of the weekend. 
Unfortunately, with the great surprise there was 
a big consequence, as the game against Caravel 

Academy f rom 
Bear Delaware got 
cancelled because 
of  the  snow. 
Nevertheless, the 
Gulf Coast basketball 
team made the 
best of it by going 
in to  downtown 
and seeing all the 
national monuments. 
T h e y  v i s i t e d 
the Washington 
Monument,  The 
W h i t e  H o u s e , 
the Smithsonian 
Museum, and the 
Museum of Natural 

History.
After having the fun day in D.C., the team got 

back to business and focused on defeating the 
four time, back to back state champions, Ursuline 
Academy. This tournament really showed what the 
girls are made of and what they take on. Without 
a doubt they did it; Gulf Coast beat Ursuline 
Academy 55-33. The team learned a lot about 
themselves and what they are capable of and 
brought it back home on Tuesday the 12th against 
Golden Gate and destroying them 56-20. For the 
rest of the season the team is focused on one thing 
and one thing only: making it to state finals and 
winning it all.(https://www.naplesnews.com/story/
sports/high-school/girls-basketball/2017/11/20/
prep-basketball-gulf-coast-girls-motivated-build-
final-four-appearance/874861001/)

By: Eileen Platten

Kicking The Wildcats’ Smirks 
Out of The Shark Tank

An intense game between our Shark’s 
varsity soccer team and Estero’s Wildcats on 
Thursday, January 7th, with a score of 0-1, 
was evened out with a big bang twelve minutes 
before the end of the match by senior Luis 
Ortiz! Ortiz has been playing soccer since 2010 
and is currently a center-attacking mid on Gulf 
Coast High School’s Varsity Soccer Team. His 
inspiration, as he describes, “is my dad because 
he works so hard every day to provide for me.”

 The heat was scorching in this game, 
most especially because there was a Georgia 
scout in the stands. All of the players, both on 
the field and on the sidelines, knew about this, 
and that’s what brought up the pressure the most. 
While that increased the stress, it wasn’t the only 
thing. To take a turn on things, some of Estero’s 
and Gulf Coast’s players play together on the 
same teams outside of school. Nevertheless, 
that didn’t stop our boys from stepping up and 
fighting back; if anything, it upped the hype and 
intensified the match. There was unquestionably 
some tension during this game.

 Getting more in-depth with the game, 
our boys were engaged entirely in this game. 
There were several goal attempts made by 
numbers 11 (Luis Ortiz), 22 (Eli Parker), and 
23 (Sebastian Joffrey). Ortiz’s 
favorite part of the game was 
“when we tied the game…the 
assist and that little flick…it 
felt really good”. While Ortiz 
was the only one to make 
a score, Joffrey and Parker 
had nothing less than jaw-
dropping, close goals.

 While our defense 
made some minor errors, 
causing Estero’s one goal 
to make it, we still had very 
leveled and solid rotations with 

a line-up of four defenders, five midfielders, and 
one forward. Our Varsity Soccer coach, Alan 
Scott, is trying an effective new tactic with one 
of our players, #2, Frankie Rodriguez. Rodriguez 
used to be a right defender, but Coach Scott 
wants to use Rodriguez’s speed & quick ball-
controlling skills to his advantage and play him 
as a midfielder, which helped out our team in 
this competition a lot. At one point, #14, Esteban 
Florez, was put into the game and assisted 
tremendously as a right-mid. He’s a sophomore 
here at Gulf Coast who’s been playing soccer for 
about six years. His favorite part of being a part 
of the team is that “it’s like a family.”

 In the stands, it was incredible watching 
this competitive match, but watching it up-close 
is even more incredible. Getting an insider from 
the sidelines, it’s more than amazing. While 
Junior Ethan Rosado wasn’t playing on the field 
during this game, he watched anxiously along 
with several others on his team. Rosado can 
agree that there were many “turnications and key 
plays” in this game, but “Luis Ortiz was the key 
man in this match.”

 The most active player on the field 
against Estero on Thursday night wasn’t one 
individual, but “the team as a whole once we 
kicked it up…at first, we came out flat, but once 
we got it going…I think the whole team was” 
stated Luis Ortiz.

By: Stefany Leon
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Victory belongs 
to the most 

perserviring. 

-Andre Norton



World News
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The Search Continues
By: Isabella Napoles

 A submarine accelerates through the depths of 
the ocean on a routine trip from port to port. All is well 
when suddenly, the crew member to your left feels a 
drop of water fall onto his face. There is a short sizzling 
sound, and the lights go out. The commander replaces 
some batteries and everything returns to normal, or so it 
seems. Little did anyone know that within a few hours, 
there would be an explosion. 
 This series of events, or at least something 
similar, is what occurred aboard the ARA San Juan 
submarine, a naval vessel for Argentina, on November 
15, 2017. The commander for the submarine contacted 
a land commander to report that the vessel experienced 
a battery short-circuit after water entered the cabin. He 
was instructed to continue the voyage using alternate 
batteries. Soon after, he reported the recommencement 
of the journey without any apparent issues. Around ten 
hours later, an organization that was formed to detect 
nuclear blasts reported its detection of a sound consistent 
with an explosion near the last known location of the 
submarine. The vessel was a few hundred kilometers 
off Argentina’s coast, halfway through its journey from 
Ushuaia in Argentina’s south to the northern port of Mar 
del Plata. 
 The last known photograph of the ARA San 
Juan was taken on November 13th, and it depicts the 
vessel leaving the port in Ushuaia. It was taken by 
the Aerolineas Argentina 737 flight near Ushuaia and 
tweeted by the Falkland Islands’ Twitter account. Upon 
its disappearance, the submarine was estimated to have 
only seven to ten days of oxygen left. Rescue efforts 
began immediately and lasted for a few weeks despite 
the known quantity of oxygen. At the height of the res-
cue mission, twenty-eight ships and nine airplanes from 
eleven different countries covered a 40,000-square-kilo-
meter area, and more than 4,000 people were involved. 
Meanwhile, family members of the lost crew gathered 
outside the Mar del Plata navy base, which was the loca-
tion where many of the crew members were based. Local 
school children attached notes to the fence bordering the 
base that prayed for the crew as well. Unfortunately, the 
rescue operation was called off after a few weeks be-
cause no one was found. It is believed that all forty-four 
crew members perished in the South Atlantic, as reported 
by Defense Minister Oscar Aguad. Faulty maintenance is 
suspected to have been the trigger for the explosion.
 “We don’t have clear evidence,” Aguad stated 
to several news networks, “but there are suspicions that 
point to corruption.”
 Aguad added that regular repairs on these 
types of vessels are only supposed to take two years, but 
those of the ARA San Juan lasted from 2008-2013, or 
five years. There are also audits, or official statements of 
records, that relay the fact that some parts and materials 
used in these repairs were not up to standard. No matter 
the catalyst for the tragedy, it is more than likely that all 
crew members are deceased. Efforts have now shifted 
to recovering the submarine. Although the search for 
the crew has been terminated, Argentinian President 
Mauricio Macri has vowed to continue the search for the 
vessel. The families of the vanished crew protested this 
decision to end the search on December 3rd by holding 
up signs as they marched through the port of Mar del 
Plata. Macri promised to launch a thorough investigation 
into what exactly occurred on the submarine before it 
disappeared. 
 Unmanned submarines from the United States 
and Russia have been scheduled to search depths of up to 
19,685 feet in the inverted mountain range in the South 
Atlantic Ocean for signs of the submarine. On Novem-
ber 23rd, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Defense 
Minister Sergey Shoigu dispatched search and rescue 
specialists, the Pantera Plus remote-control mini-subma-
rine, and the ship The Yantar to aid in the search. These 
Russian vessels were deployed to investigate objects 
detected on the sea floor within the previous search area. 
The Pantera Plus performed its first dive on Decem-
ber 3rd, and according to Argentine Navy spokesman 
Enrique Balbi, “The Yantar is currently examining an ob-
ject lying at a depth of 940 meters (3,083.99 feet).” The 
United States ship The Atlantis is due to join the search 
on December 10th and will head for another object 770 
meters (2,526.25 feet) below the surface of the ocean. 
 The loss of people, whether they are family 
members, friends, or acquaintances, is devastating. The 
loss of forty-four brave and honorable crew members is 
a tragedy. Despite this, those affected by this horrific loss 
will feel blessings from people around the world well 
into the future. It is in Argentina’s, as well as many other 
countries’, hopes that the wreckage of the ARA San Juan 
will soon be uncovered so that the families of the dead 
will be provided some peace. 

 Imagine, one day you’re browsing the 
Internet and suddenly Netflix and Twitter 
are nowhere to be seen. That’s because 
you’re a Verizon user, but your friend that 
uses AT&T still has access to those sites. 
Because neutrality is repealed, that could 
be a harsh reality for many residents of 
America.
     Only a few weeks ago, Internet and 
phone service providers were not able to 
regulate the websites and services you use 
on the Internet because of net neutrality. 
This means that you don’t have to pay 
extra just to be able to see websites such 
as Instagram or Pinterest. If the decision 
to repeal net neutrality goes through, they 
would be able to block your access to 
websites of their choice.
     Many companies are in favor of 
repealing this law because it would sig-
nificantly increase the amount of money 
users would pay to access online services. 
Those internet providers would be able to 
control your google searches, adds, and 
what you can or cannot access on any of 

the devices that are using their internet 
services. There would be many other 
consequences other than those previously 
mentioned. 
    “Consumers might lose control of the 
Internet; Verizon and Comcast could be 
the masters who dictate exactly what 
we’re able to view online. There’s also a 
risk for small businesses. If they can’t af-
ford to pay Internet providers to promote 
their content, they might go under.” stated 
The Business Insider.   
     There is a risk that the way people use 
the Internet would be completely changed 
forever. Everything would be filtered and 
tailored to sell consumers more and more 
products. However, repealing net neu-
trality does not come with only negative 
points.     “Consumers will benefit from 
greater investment in digital infrastruc-
ture, which will create jobs, increase 
competition, and lead to better, faster, and 
cheaper internet access—especially in 
rural America.” stated FCC chief Ajit Pai 
from Independent.
     The FCC chief was appointed by pres-
ident Donald Trump, and is now set on 

changing the laws and regulation former 
president Barack Obama set in place. 
     When news of this reached the internet, 
a massive backlash occurred. Thousands 
upon thousands of people began spread-
ing the news via Twitter, Instagram, and 
other popular social media locations. Soon 
enough, there were many people begin-
ning to take action for what they believed 
in. It was passed around that a way to stop 
this from occurring was to take action and 
start petitions to defend their right for the 
internet. Amongst the multiple petitions 
started, people also started calling their 
local congress and organizing protests. 
     Although it is not yet clear how this 
story will end it is one many Americans 
should be involved in because it will 
directly affect everyone who uses the 
internet. A simple Google search will be 
able to provide more answers and ways to 
take actions for whatever side of this you 
believe in. This story is going to grow un-
til final actions are taken and what those 
are depend on how people act right now. 
 

Golden Gate Rescue Takes in Pets Affected By Hurriane
By: Taylor LaMure

 An animal rescue in Golden Gate 
has opened its arms to take in animals and 
pets displaced by Hurricane Maria. Over 
150 animals had been taken on a plane ride 
from Puerto Rico after their homes were 
destroyed during the hurricane. Volunteers 
from the Humane Society from all over 
the U.S. helped to fly over the animals 
throughout Florida and North Carolina. 
Most of the animals, while in Puerto Rico, 
have been placed in crates off the ground 
and “smelled of urine” according to Naples 
Daily News. 
 Some of the dogs are shy, but 
most are very friendly and outgoing. After 
being trapped in crates due to flooding, 
many of the animals were frightened to 
be outside. Most of the dogs range from 
ages 10 to 14 and still have not experi-
enced much since Hurricane Maria. Most 
of them are still getting used to being in a 
good environment. Everything outside and 
everything inside is new to them. In Puerto 
Rico some of the animal rescues lost win-
dows during the hurricane, which caused 

animals to flee all the stores, houses, and 
shelters themselves. People were unable to 
take care of their pets after the hurricane 
and were leaving their pets all alone.
   “Some of the shelters in Puerto Rico have 
become places where people think they 
can go dump their pets instead of adopting 
them,” Molly Feldman said in an interview 
with the Naples Daily News.
About 200,000 stray animals are still wan-
dering around Puerto Rico without homes 
and/or a rescue shelter to take refuge in. 
Many of the dogs still have homes to find, 
and Puerto Rico still has a lot of damage 
and is unable to keep the dogs in safe areas. 
They are trying their best to try and take in 
as many of the strays as possible, but with 
so many and so little space to keep them 
it is getting hard to keep all of them. This 
is true especially considering aggressive 
dogs that cannot be in kennels with other 
shy dogs.
    “You could see their ribs. Very skittish. 
They were kind of shy of everything,” 
Michelle Delaney said in another interview 
with Naples Daily News.

    Delaney hopes to see all the dogs have a 
delightful home for Christmas. She owns a 
Big Cypress German Shepherd Rescue and 
was contacted to see if she would like to 
help with the animals. Michelle, of course, 
was excited to help. Nine Shepherds, one 
Rottweiler, and five cats were stranded in 
Puerto Rico for quite a few weeks due to a 
delay in finding a pilot willing to fly over 
there. After the animals made their way to 
Florida, they were all separated. Delaney 
took in Storm, a Shepherd, and Gladiator 
the cat. 
     “Storm has put on about five to six 
pounds,” Naples Daily News.
Storm and Gladiator have been in very 
good care with Michelle and have been 
living a happy life while waiting to find 
friendly homes to take them in. 
All the dogs are healthy and ecstatic to be 
away from the harsh conditions in Puerto 
Rico caused by Hurricane Maria. All the 
animals and pets are very lucky to be taken 
in by local animal rescues shelters and 
being taken care of.

Vital Vaccines?By: Katie O’Brien

 A blockade is something that closes 
off a specific location and denies access into 
or out of that location. Most of us probably 
could not fathom what it would be like to 
never return home or to never be allowed to 
explore the rest of the world. However, this 
is the sad truth for the citizens living in the 
country of Yemen. Recently, vaccines 
along with humanitarian aid workers 
were sent to Yemen to help the country 
while they are stuck under a blockade 
placed on them by Saudi Arabia. The 
Houthi rebel group from Yemen fired a 
missile into Saudi Arabia which caused 
the blockade on Yemen. The missile 
launched from Yemen and crossed the 
skies of Riyadh, Saudi’s capital. The 
Saudi-led military coalition has been 
feuding with the Houthi rebel group 
for about three years. The blockade 
was placed on them in early November 
but was only partially lifted to allow 
aid to be received in the country. On 
November 13th, the Saudi Arabian represen-
tative for the United Nations announced that 
the nation would open ports and airports to 
allow for humanitarian aid in Yemen. 
    “Passenger planes carrying aid workers 
and around 1.9 million vaccine doses landed 
in Sanaa,” United Nations World Food Pro-
gram (WFP) spokeswoman Abeer Etefa said. 

    Three different vaccines were sent to fight 
against a total of eight diseases; some in-
clude tetanus, tuberculosis, and pneumonia. 
    “Stocks of vaccines have run low in Ye-
men, where a child dies every 10 minutes of 
preventable causes, according to UNICEF,” 
Kimberly Hutcherson from CNN stated. 
    Yemen has also been faced with what is 

considered the worst outbreak of cholera in 
modern history. Many medical facilities have 
also closed, and this has increased the need 
for foreign aid.
     Not only are vaccines and medical aid in 
great need, but food is needed as well. It was 
expected that a ship with wheat flour that 
had been waiting at Yemen’s Port of Hodeida 
would be allowed to enter Yemen. 

    “There will be no relief for the 27 million 
people of Yemen until commercial goods are 
allowed in the country,” Iolanda Jacquemet 
said. 
    Around 80 to 90 percent of food that is 
imported comes through a port at Hodeida 
and an airport called Sana’a. This blockade 
“…cut off U.N.-supervised relief supplies 

and led to severe shortages of food and 
medicine,” Kimberly Hutcherson from 
CNN stated. 
       Yemen has also been experiencing 
a civil war which may have contribut-
ed to the amount of people suffering 
from various diseases or famine. This 
civil war began in 2015 and is between 
those who stand with the government 
of President Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi 
and those who associate with the Houthi 
rebel movement. 
    The war has made it hard on everyday 
civilians, and the blockade on top of 
it has made it more difficult to access 
necessary nutrition and medical care. 

This war and blockade “…have also left 20 
million people in need of humanitarian as-
sistance and created the world’s largest food 
security emergency,” BBC News stated.
   The vaccines and humanitarian aid that are 
being provided to Yemen are helping many 
of the innocent citizens who are facing tragic 
experiences that will impact them and their 
country forever. 

By: Alex Ushakova
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The Senate is Making “Money Moves”
By: Carolina Yllescas

 During the early hours on Saturday, 
December 2nd, 2017, the United States 
Senate passed a new tax bill after a heated 
night. The vote was 51-49 with each party 
staying within their lines, the only exception 
being Senator Bob Corker of Tennessee, 
the only dissenter of the Republican votes 
due to concerns about the growing deficit. 
“He won’t vote for a plan that adds a single 
penny to the federal debt” pledged the Ten-
nessee lawmaker. The passing of this bill 
was a huge achievement for the Senate Re-
publicans and for President Donald Trump 
who were both looking for significant 
legislative victories. Last month, the House 
of Representatives passed its own tax bill 
and both departments plan on reconciling 
the two bills. There’s been a lot of confusion 
about how the new tax reforms might affect 
regular, everyday Americans with the plan 
possibly going into effect soon.  
 American news outlet, Business 
Insider, has gone into detail about what the 
bills mean for the average American family. 

The GOP’s tax plan could be the first major 
change to the United States’ tax code in 
decades if it becomes law. Currently the 
bill holds the potential to decrease taxes for 
most 
Ameri-
cans. For 
a house-
hold of 
four with 
an in-
come of 
$75,000, 
there is 
an esti-
mated 
annual 
tax sav-
ings of 
$1,711, 
this of 
course 
is dependant on many factors. However, the 
new bill would handsomely benefit wealthy 
Americans, including President Donald 

Trump due to the proposal to eliminate 
estate taxes. 
 “Under the Senate’s plan, there 
would still be seven federal income brackets 

but at 
slightly 
lower rates 
and adjust-
ed income 
ranges. The 
brackets 
proposed 
are 10%, 
12%, 22%, 
24%, 32%, 
35%, and 
38.5%” 
stated Elena 
Holodny 
and Andy 
Kiersz from 
the Busi-

ness Insider. An approximate 70 percent of 
Americans claim the standard tax deduction 
when filing their taxes and with the bill, 

their incomes will very likely increase. 
With current law, tax brackets for married 
taxpayers filing jointly receive a standard 
deduction of about $12,700. With the new 
bill, this group could receive a deduction of 
$24,000, nearly double of the current plan. 
Single fillers will also see a large increase 
in their deductions as well, from currently 
receiving an approximate $6,350, their 
deductions are estimated to possibly double, 
receiving a $12,000 deduction. This is 
however, if the House and Senate manage 
to reconcile their two bills, pass it in both 
chambers, and have President Trump sign it 
before the end of the year. The bill will then 
go in effect January 1st, 2017. 
  None of these changes in tax 
reforms will be seen until the spring of 2019 
after 2018 taxes are filed, meaning the re-
form won’t go into full effect until after the 
2018 mid-term elections. Americans will be 
filing taxes for 2017 throughout the spring 
of 2018, with them being due on the 17th of 
April, 2018.
 

Sunlight in the Dark Not Guilty!
By: Emma Araque By: Emma Araque

 Those who have forever only known 
darkness are now getting a chance to see 
the light. Those shrouded in darkness are 
prisoners serving their sentences in institu-
tions all across the United States. The light 
comes from one source that has given joy to 
people by providing unconditional love, and 
that is dogs and cats. As shelters fill up and 
many cats that have behavioral problems are 
put down, a possible solution to this problem 
has come to light. That solution being having 
prisoners rehabilitate cats that many would 
consider unadoptable. This program called 
Felines and Offenders Rehabilitation with 
Affection, Reformation, and Dedication is 
otherwise known as FORWARD, is dedicat-
ing itself to this solution. Inmates volunteer 
for the program and are only accepted after 
extensive interviewing to make sure that they 
are equipped to handle and care for the cats. 
If they are accepted, then they get to spend 
nine hours a day in a modified area made 
for the cats, where the cats get to roam, free 
to socialize and play with the other cats and 
inmates. The cats also enjoy furniture that is 
made by the inmates for them. The program 
began in April, 2015 and since then has been 
quite a success. While the program is not 
open to the public, prison staff and the fami-
lies of the inmates can adopt the cats. 
But in other places, cats have been present 
for what is believed to be much longer than 
humans were! Around 700 cats live in Bangk-
wang Prison. For decades, past wardens of 
the prison have tried to move to the cats to 

other locations but the cats have always found 
a way to come back. So, they decided to try 
a different approach. Instead inviting the cats 
to be adopted by the prisoners, many who are 
serving life sentences and don’t see many vis-
itors. This approach was such a success that it 
has since appeared in prisons of 39 states. 
But cats are not the only ones that are making 
a difference in inmates’ lives. So are dogs. At 
Enfield Correctional Institution in Connecti-
cut, prisoners are changing the lives of United 
States veterans for the better. Working with a 
nonprofit organization called America’s Vets, 
inmates have the opportunity to train service 
dogs for wounded veterans. The program has 
since expanded to include 12 other prisons 
with around 10 dogs per prison. This has 
greatly helped with the growing demand for 
service dogs for wounded veterans returning 
from war. Because the inmates spend a lot 
more time with the dogs, the training period 
has been cut in half, being one year instead of 
the common time of two years. This has also 
greatly cut down the wait time for veterans to 
receive a dog, going from five years to two 
years. And many veterans are very grateful 
for the dogs that they receive.
“Disco has become such an important 
member of our family and I don’t know what 
I would do without him”, wrote U.S. Army 
veteran David Cameron, who received his 
dog named Disco, in a letter to the prison.
These programs are changing lives, animal 
and human alike, so that many get another 
chance at life.

 Since we were kids, we have been told that 
global warming is being caused by carbon dioxide 
being released into the atmosphere from humans 
burning fossil fuels. But what if that wasn’t the 
main cause? What if the Earth was warming up 
long before humans could play a factor in it? 
Well, the now overwhelming pile of evidence is 
saying that it is true. Global warming has been 
proven to be a natural cycle that is a part of the 
heating and cooling phase that the Earth naturally 
goes through every 100,000 years. While carbon 
dioxide emission has made the Earth a bit warmer, 
there is still evidence saying that carbon dioxide 
has helped in many ways as well. While the Earth 
may be warmer, it is also greener. Carbon dioxide 
emission has made it so plants have been flourish-
ing, extending growing seasons and producing a 
lot more food than could have been done before. 
“…if CO2 levels are cut, he (Leighton Steward, 
a scientist) warns, food production will slow 
because plants grown at higher CO2 levels make 
larger fruit and vegetables and also use less 
water. He also said that higher CO2 levels are not 
harmful to humans,” told Washington Whispers 
concerning the effects carbon dioxide emission.
Now in some places, carbon dioxide is a prob-
lem. In countries such as China and Mexico, the 
carbon dioxide being produced in major cities has 
greatly affected the air quality, making the air, on 
some days, almost toxic to breath. The Earth is 
currently going through what is supposed to be a 
cooling phase. The heating phase peaked about 
6,000 years ago. The cooling phase though seems 
to have been interrupted. But because the Earth 
is constantly changing, it is hard to get a read on 

exactly what part of each phase the earth needs to 
be going through. For example, the plates beneath 
the Earth’s crust are constantly in motion. They 
are the reason that we have mountains, volcanoes, 
and earthquakes. 
Thousands of years ago, the Earth looked very 
different. All the land was in one place instead of 
spread out all over the world like it is today in a 
supercontinent called Pangea. Back then, heating 
and cooling cycles were probably quite different 
as all the land was receiving the same climate for 
the most part, as compared to today where are 
climate can vary dramatically to each continent 
depending on the year and where the continent 
is. Therefore, a winter in this age is a lot different 
then a winter when Pangea existed. Therefore, 
there are too many variables to say that carbon 
dioxide emission is the only reason why the Earth 
is warmer in this cycle than it was in a cycle over 
100,000 years ago. CO2 has indefinably boosted 
the heating phase, making it harder to start what 
we are supposed to be in, which is a cooling 
phase. Scientists say that if the Earth does not 
start going into a cooling phase, the consequences 
could be disastrous. Rising waters, intense hurri-
canes, stronger wild fires, and widespread drought 
are just the tip of the iceberg. The Earth is already 
quite far down the road to self-destruction, but the 
thing to remember is CO2 emission didn’t start 
global warming. CO2 is making the Earth greener 
but that is just about the only benefit that is being 
brought about because of it.

Thomas: The Dangerous Wildfire
By: Alejandra Sanchez

This past week, a wildfire in 
southern California has popped up 
and caused damage to many areas. 
Firefighters are working constantly 
to calm the fire down, but it contin-
ues to grow bigger and bigger.
The wildfire was named Thomas and 
is known as the fifth largest wildfire 
in the history of modern California. 
Current president, Donald Trump 
has declared the issue a state of 
emergency for California. It left 
devastating results in Santa Barbra 
county where on Sunday morning it 
was reported to have burned more 
than 230,000 acres of land. To put 
this in perspective, a football field is 
about 1.32 acres so it would be about 
174,242 football fields destroyed by 
the blazing flames of Thomas. Thou-
sands of families were forced to 
evacuate and have lost their homes 
and all belongings. Families were 

only able to take a few things and 
exit the area where the fire was head-
ed. It has left many people without a 
place to live or money to get around. 
When they thought it couldn’t get 
worse, Thomas started spreading 
farther and caused another city to 
evacuate, Carpinteria a small costal 
town near Santa Barbra county. This 
has caused much panic and worry to 
the people in surrounding areas as 
well, and although it is not a manda-
tory evacuation for other cities and 
counties surrounding them, many of 
the people have left. The firefighters 
have been restlessly working day 
and night to contain the fire so it 
doesn’t cause anymore destruction, 
but the fire is currently 15 percent 
contained meaning it is possible for 
more spreading to happen. People 
from all over the country are donat-
ing and helping out in different ways 

to help the families that lost every-
thing and also provide supplies for 
the firefighters out in the field that 
are risking their lives to save others. 
After a five-day period, some resi-
dents were allowed to enter back but 
it is said to have burned down more 
than 850 structures, including shop-
ping centers, houses, office build-
ings, and many of the huge multimil-
lionaire mansions. 

Many scientists and climate change 
activist have declared that this is 
what will be happening where the 
climate begins to change and it is 
something that we cannot prevent 
and will have to deal with as it 
comes along. Climate change is said 
to have caused different disasters 
like Hurricane Irma and Maria earli-
er in this year and now these outra-
geous fires in California. 

“The truth of the case is that there’s 
too much carbon being emitted, that 
heat-trapping gasses are building up, 
the planet is warming and all hell is 
breaking loose.” Jerry Brown, the 
governor of California stated when 
speaking of the devastating fire. 
All things considered, California is 
going through a horrendous wild-
fire that has caused both human 
and animal lives to be taken, homes 
and companies to be burned to the 
ground, and families wandering 
around California not knowing what 
to do next. Firefighters continue to 
work their hardest and save as many 
things as they can and contain the 
fire to their best of their ability, and 
everyone around the globe is hoping 
for a good outcome.
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I t feels 
as if you blinked for one second and suddenly 
twelve months of 2017 have passed. Suddenly 
every student and employee at GCHS is near-
ing the end of the 1st semester of the 2017-2018 
school year. Seniors from the previous year 
have graduated and this year’s graduating class 
are preparing for the end of their last first se-
mester here. With the holidays coming up it’s 
become more important than ever to keep the 
drive for motivation going strong.

 By now, mostly everyone has settled 
into a daily routine as the school year is almost 
halfway over. With such a routine in place many 
students may find themselves bored and unmoti-
vated to put in extra effort for the end of the se-
mester. The days will pass and the students will 
just float by, barely scraping by in most cases. 

 “If you need to snap yourself out of 

it, try reworking your routine, if even just for a 
day or two. Go to bed early. Get enough sleep. 
Eat a healthy breakfast. Eat a healthy lunch. 
Do your homework 
in the morning so you 
can hang out, without 
guilt, all afternoon and 
evening. Go off campus 
to study. Mix things up 
so that your brain can 
engage and recharge in 
a new context.” stated 
Thoughtco. 

 When there is 
a differentiation in the 
way you function daily 
it is undeniable that you 
will be excited to work harder. You may even 
find yourself having a good time while complet-
ing homework in a more aware state of mind 
than usual. This can be so easily done just by 

taking your homework outside to work in the 
fresh air or just taking breaks from studying to 
do something that will wake you up.

 The other reason 
that many students find 
themselves unmoti-
vated is that they forget 
what they’re working 
for. There have prob-
ably been thousands 
of occurrences where 
a student forgets why 
they were trying so 
hard. That’s why it’s 
so important to remind 
yourself of reasons 
to motivate yourself. 

Whether they are as short-term goals, or long 
terms ones that lead to collage or even beyond. 

 “Okay, deep breathe. Don’t lose your 
perspective on everything. It’s easy to get stuck 

in your world of internships, clubs, part-time 
job, and a packed course load. Take a minute 
to remember that it’s not the end of the world. 
Things may be incredibly difficult and stress-
ful for you right now, but like all things, it will 
pass.” stated the website Odyssey.   
   To keep going 
strong until Winter Break or the end of the 
first semester take time to enjoy what you love. 
Incorporate something fun into every day and 
eventually you will be free from the pressure 
and ready to take on the world.  
     
 Find ways to encourage yourself hard 
until the end of the semester, because only you 
can make yourself truly work to your full po-
tential. In another blink of an eye you will be at 
your graduation and stepping into the life that 
lied ahead for you.

People all over the world are 
preparing to celebrate New Year’s and cast at least one of their 
faults aside. However, how they will celebrate New Year’s varies 
drastically. The Scottish have their ceilidh. The Japanese have 
their 108-time bell ringing. While all of these celebrations are 
interesting in their own rights, this article will be focusing on the 
celebration that Americans hold dearest, the annual ball drop. 

 According to Alexis McCrossen, professor of history 
at Southern Methodist University, the first “time balls were built 
in England in the Portsmouth harbor in 1829”. Maybe these time 
balls were only for the practical use of helping ship captains keep 
accurate time, but that did not stop a crowd from gathering to 
watch the utmost hoisting of the ball at noon. By 1845, George 
Bancroft, the U.S. Secretary of the Navy in 1845, ordered the 
building of a time ball atop the U.S. Naval Observatory in Wash-
ington, D.C. How this worked was that the ball was that upon 
an oral signal, was thrown by hand and landed on the Naval Ob-
servatory’s dome, rolling onto the roof below. These time balls 
became such a public spectacle that time balls were erected at 
multiple locations across the United States including San Fran-
cisco’s Telegraph Hall and the Boston State House between 1845 
and 1902. This was only the beginning.

In 1907, the government of New York City passed a ban on 
shooting fireworks, so the New York Times newspaper was 
forced to find a new way to celebrate its annual New Year’s Cel-
ebration. This lead to a seven-hundred-pound ball made of iron 

and wood to be built. It was inspired by Western Union Tele-
graph’s time ball. This ball, part of the first New Year’s celebra-
tion ever, was lowered from the flagpole of the Times Tower. 

The origins of this celebration are interesting, but they are not 
quite as magnificent as what the celebration has turned into. New 
Yorkers over the course of time have gained the reputation of 
masters of the art of the party. Their New Year’s Celebration is 
no exception. Every year since the 1960s, when television be-
came more popularized, millions of people all over the nation 
have tuned in to watch the celebration. They tune in not only 
to watch the ball drop, but also to watch the performances that 
come before the main event. Last year, 2017, artists such as Ma-
riah Carey and Katy Perry gave stellar performances in Times 
Square. As of this upcoming year, 2018, performing acts yet to 
be announced. However, it is the mystery of it all that makes it 
so enticing for people. 

 In 2009, the modern ball was introduced. According to 
the Times Square Official Website, the “Ball is covered with a 
total of 2,688 Waterford Crystal triangles that vary in size, and 
range in length from 4 ¾ inches to 5 ¾ inches per side.” This is 
a pretty drastic change from the mere few lights it was covered 
with on its first debut. The website also states that “the ball is a 
geodesic sphere, 12 feet in diameter, and weighs (an astonishing) 
11,875 pounds.

 Like every big event, the ball drop has an after party, 
several to be exact. Which one an individual attends depends on 
his or her preference or company. For example, a person who is 
looking for a family friendly party will attend the party at Dave 

and Busters NY. Those looking for a more mature night out 
might attend the New Year’s Eve Phantasmagoria. The bottom 
line is that whether someone spends his or her New Years at the 
center of the action or at the sidelines on the couch with family, 
friends, and perhaps a significant other, it is a fun time for all.
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The Beginning of the American New Year’s Celebration

Counting Down the Days till ‘18

By: Brianna Antle

By: Alex Ushakova

I t’s the 
most wonderful time of the year! To many, it 
is the most expensive time of the year. Christ-
mas has been all about giving presents to oth-
ers, spreading holiday cheer, and being in the 
Christmas spirit for centuries. Many enjoy this 
custom, although their wallets are often too light 
for comfort after this joyest holiday. Therefore, 
many rely on the sales the holiday has to bring! 
Holiday sales go on throughout the globe all 
through November to December and in some 
cases, even January.

            One of the most familiar Christmas 
sales is known as “Black Friday”. Black Friday 
dates all the way back to the first Black Friday 
in Philadelphia on September 24 of 1869. Origi-

nally, Black Friday was not even a holiday at all. 
Honestly, it was accidental in a way. This time 
of year, stores and shops are beginning to start 
selling tons of gifts and merchandise. 

Black Friday is the day when retailers finally 
begin to turn a profit after operating at losses 
for almost all year. The losses are referred to as 
being “in the red”. This is due to the businesses 
accountants normally using red ink to show their 
losses of the year. The gains they make are nor-
mally in Black ink. Hence how Black Friday got 
its name. 

    “I love Black Friday!” Shelby Buckner, a 
Junior at Gulf Coast High School, stated. “ It is a 
holiday tradition for me and my family to hit all 
our favorite stores and save tons of money. We 
also get a huge thrill trying staying up all night 

searching for the perfect presents for our friends 
and family.” 

    Another well known holiday sale is Cyber 
Monday. On this day thousands of people have 
the chance to make big savings by shopping at 
their favorite stores all at the comfort of their 
home. Cyber Monday started back in November 
28 of  2005 and was created in hopes to per-
suade people to shop online rather than to shop 
in the actual store. The term “Cyber Monday” 
was produced by two individuals named Ellen 
Davis and Scott Silverman. Cyber Monday be-
came the biggest online shopping day of the year 
due to a website called Shop.org where Cyber 
Monday first made its appearance. When the 
promotion for Cyber Monday came out, lots of 
retailers online noticed a dramatic boost in sales, 

most likely due to the free marketing efforts. By 
using the catchy phrase and sales and promo-
tions, Cyber Monday has pushed sales up and 
increased shopping online during the holiday 
season.

“Cyber Monday is a fantastic opportunity to 
save hundreds during the holiday season, “Cait-
lyn Gatrell, a junior at Palmetto Ridge High 
School, stated. “This is especially useful for 
me during the holiday so I don’t spend all my 
money”.

There are tons of great ways to get all the 
presents that your friends and family have been 
wishing all year. So, do not miss out on all the 
great sales during the holiday season and the 
great opportunities to make big savings so that 
your wallet isn’t so light.

Sales for Someone SpecialBy: Elayna Wolfson

Holiday News

Clusters of Holiday Cookies! 
 “I think baking 

cookies is equal to Queen Victoria running an empire. There’s 
no difference in how seriously you take the job, how seriously 
you approach your whole life.” Martha Stewart, famed television 
personality and celebrated confectionary creator, once quipped. 

    Stewart’s words can be called words to live by, and bak-
ing tasty Christmas cookies is a tradition all the way around the 
world. 

    Ever tried a delectable Czech Pernik na Figurky cookie from 
the Czech Republic. No? You ought to, they’re amazing to give 
as a gift or to just eat with a cup of tea. These ginger cookies are 
an easy recipe that everyone loves to make.

    Not to be forgotten on any list of Eastern European cookies 
has to be a yummy Polish Kolaczki! The recipe uses a cream 
cheese dough, making it flaky and sweet. The Kołaczki can be 
different shapes including round, square or diamond-shaped, 
which further adds to the appeal of these delicious snacks! 

    Perhaps you’d like to head over to a Croatian country! If 
that’s so, you could serve Croatian Fritters, also known as Fritule, 

for holidays like Christmas. These delightful fritters may look 
familiar; they are similar to Beignets. In fact, the Fritule may well 
have been their inspiration when made famous by the Croatian 
Jurisich family over 100 years ago!

     “The French have many cookies which they love to bake for 
Christmas, and as they are renowned for their patisseries, some 
of them resemble more than a simple cookie.” Scrumptious treat 
website The Spruce states. 

  What better treat than a flaky and cake-like Madeleine? It is a 
delightful and almost tiny cake rather than a cookie. Serve them 
alongside a cup of tea, coffee or even a glass of sweet eggnog, 
and enjoy your holidays! 

     What about a crunchy yet soft and delectable Almond Ma-
crons? These cookies should not be confused with a Macaron. 
The name may be similar, but the two cookies are very, very  dif-
ferent. The Almond Macarons are more dense and cookie-like, 
with a crisp outside and chewy center. They are a ton of fun for 
the holidays; wrapped in a little cellophane, they make great gifts.

   Want something you’ve probably already munched on? 
You’ll adore Cinnamon Palmiers - also referred to as Elephant 

Ears - which are such a festive treat with their heart-shape and 
light, flaky pastry. What makes them even more delightful than 
the taste is that they are so quick and easy to make, and yummy, 
too! If you’re in a rush, this is the perfect cookie for you! 

    The Italians have many cookies on their Christmas menus, 
but the most famous are crisp, crunchy biscotti, which can be 
made in many different flavors. Whether dark chocolate, nuts, 
with fruit or not, these finger-length dessert treats are heavenly.

Think that’s great? Nibble on a Struffoli from Italy, a tasty Neo-
politan traditional dessert made up of small deep-fried balls of 
dough. They’re crunchy on the outside and soft and airy on the 
inside, with orange and lemon zest in the dough. They are all 
around scrumptious. 

  So, whether you indulge in a Pfeffernüsse or classic Short-
bread cookie, you can’t go wrong with a little bit of sugar.

For last year’s words 
belong to last year’s 
language and next 
year’s words await 

another voice.
-T.S. Elliot

By: Brenna Schupp


